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1054 an indignant sovereign pointed his duty with familiar
emphasis.
The summer passed, and Khartoum had very largely
ceased to be an object of anxiety, though consultations
were inaugurated with the military authorities on the
subject of the route to be followed by a relief expedition,
should one be required. But the matter was not pressing,
1061 since the Cabinet in June saw " no fresh reason to
anticipate the necessity of an expedition for the relief of
General Gordon/' Not that it could have started, since
the military disagreed about its route. Always prone to
demand swift decisions from civilian ministers, the
soldiers were far more deliberate in taking decisions for
which they would themselves be responsible. There were
at least three ways of getting to Khartoum; each had
its advocates; and all that summer ' the battle of
the routes' was fought with departmental gusto. But
after midsummer a graver problem faced the Govern-
ment, when the House of Lords threw out the Franchise
1066 Bill. The Queen was quick to note the danger of a conflict
between the Houses and deplored " the strong language
used by the Prime Minister/' Gladstone, with circum-
1068 stantial gratitude, acknowledged the royal letter, " in
which Your Majesty has, with a condescending frankness,
expressed regret at strong language, presumed to have
been used by him/' and retorted blandly that the Tories
1070 had begun it. She was inclined to think the House of
Lords should be permitted to force a General Election,
but agreed that there should be an autumn session, pro-
vided ministers took care not to make irritating speeches
1076 in the recess. The Queen argued stoutly that " the House
of Lords ... is believed to represent the true feeling of
the Country/' a sentiment which Mr, Gladstone noted
m grimly as being " rather in the nature of an argument
for the abolition of the House of Commons : not that she
means this but it is what her argument leads to. ...
There is no use in a controversy with her infallibility,